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1 . (Currently Amended) A method for extracting data from a network by a server, 

comprising: 

(a) creating enabling a database-structured query to be generated by a user at the s e rv e r 
based, in part, on a us e r input ; 

(b) determining a web domain address on the network from which to extract the data; and 

(c) extracting the data from the web domain address directly by retrieving a non-database 



structured arrangement of data dir e ctly based on from the determined web domain address and on th e 
database structured quer>% wher e in and performing the database-structured query is p e rform e d upon 
the retrieved non-database structured arrangement of data located with th e det e rmin e d w e b doma in 
addres s ; and 

(di) providinjg extracted data directly to the user. 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein creating the database -structured query, 
further comprises, including a network address within the database -structured query indicating a 
starting point. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 2, wherein the determined web domain 
address, includes at least one universal resource locator (URL). 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 2, wherein directly extracting data from 
the determined web domain address, further comprises, following links contained within the web 
domain until the links have been exhausted or following the links until a predetermined limit is 
reached. 

5 . (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein creating the database -structured query, 
further comprises, creating a regular expression within the database-structured query used to 
determine the data to extract. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 5, wherein directly extracting data from 
the d e t e rmin e d web domain addr e ss based on the databas e structur e d qu e ry, further comprises^ 
matching a plurality of patterns contained within the regular expression to the retrieved data to 
determine the data to extract. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1, wherein creating the database- 
structured query, further comprises, creating a conditional expression within the database-structured 
query describing how to scan the data at the determined web domain address for the data to extract. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein directly extracting the data 
from the d e termin e d web domain, further comprises: 

^a^ retri e ving data from th e det e rmin e d w e b domain addres s ; 

fb Xa) reducing the retrieved data to a region of interest; and 

fe ^Cb^ searching the region of interest for the data matching a predetermined regular 
expression. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 8, wherein directly extracting the data 
from the d e t e rmin e d web domain, further comprises, storing the data matching the predetermined 
regular expression. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1, further comprising, reshaping at 
least a portion of the extracted data for use by at least one data analysis software program. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for extracting data from a network, the computer-executable instructions enabling 
actions comprising: 

(a) creating a database- structured query including a web domain address used for locating 
data, based, in part, on a user input; 
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(b) locating #ie data based on the web domain address , wherein at least a portion of the 
data is located based on the w e b domain addr ess provided by the database-structured query; and 

(c) extracting at least #ie a portion of the located data directly by retrievinjg from a non- 
database structured arrangement of located data from the located data directly baaed on the databa o o 
structured qu e r>'^ from th e locat e d data, wh e r e in and performing the database-structured query is 
p e rform e d upon the retrieved non-database structured arrangement of located dat a; and 

(dO providing extracted data directly to the user. 

12. (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 1 1, wherein the 
database-structured query, further comprises, a network address included within the database- 
structured query indicating a starting point. 

13. (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 12, wherein the network 
address, further comprises at least one universal resource locator (URX^). 

14. (Previously Presented) The computer- readable medium of Claim 1 1, wherein the 
web domain address, further comprises at least one link to another web domain address for locating 
data to extract. 

15. (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 1 1, wherein the 
database-structured query, further comprises, a regular expression within the database -structured 
query used to determine the data to extract. 

16. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of Claim 15, wherein the 
regular expression within the database-structured query, further comprises at least one pattern used 
to determine the data to extract. 



{S:\08214\1200332-US2\80068420.DOC lllililllllllllllllllllllDilllllllllllllirillllilllllllllim^ } 



Application No. 09/833,846 5 Docket No.: 082 1 4/1 200332-US2 

Amendment dated June 26, 2006 

After Final Office Action of January 24, 2006 

17. (Currently Amended) A system for extracting data from a network comprising: 

(a) a client computer system having a client network connection to the network and 
communicating with a server computer system, the client creating a database-structured query, 
based, in part, on a user input; 

(b) the server computer system having a server network connection to the network and 
communicating with the client computer system, the server computer system further configured to 
perform actions, comprising: 

receiving the database -structured query from the client computer system; 

determining a web domain address on the network from which to extract at least a 
portion of the data relevant to the query, wherein the determined web domain address is provided by 
the database-structured query; and 

extracting at least the portion of the data from the web domain address directly by 
retrieving a non-database structured arrangement of data directly ba s ed on from the determined web 
domain address and the database structured query, wherein and performing the database -structured 
query is p e rform e d upon the retrieved non-database structured arrangement of data locat e d with the 
determined web domain address ; and 

providing extracted data directly to the user. 



18. (Original) The system of Claim 17, wherein the database-structured query, further 
comprises, a network address within the database-structured query indicating a starting point. 



19. (Original) The system of Claim 18, wherein the databeise- structured query, further 
comprises, a regular expression within the database-structured query used to determine the data to 
extract. 



20. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 19, wherein the reguletr expression 
within the database-structured query, further comprises, at least one pattern used to determine the 
data to extract. 
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21. (Original) The system of Claim 17, further comprising an editor for creating a 
template of regular expressions used to extract the data. 

22. (Original) The system of Claim 17, further comprising at least one data extraction 
engine to extract the data. 

23. (Original) The system of Claim 22, wherein the data extraction engine is a web 
crawler. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the web domain address 
further comprises at least one link address for locating at least a portion of the data. 

25. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 1, wherein the web 
domain address further comprises at least one link address that is followed to locate data to extract 
until a predetermined number of links is reached. 

26. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 17, wherein the web domain address 
further comprises a link address, wherein at least another portion of the data is located with the link 
address. 

27. (Currently Amended) A method of extracting data from a network by a server, 
comprising: 

(a) creating a database-structured query at the server based, in part, on a user input; 

(b) determining a website to search based in part on the database-structured query; and 

(c) extracting at least a portion of the data relevant to the database-structured query at the 
wob sit e website directly based on the database-structured query, wherein the website is processed as 
a searchable database, whereby a non-database arrangement of data is retrieved from the website 
and the database-structured query is performed upon at least the retrieved non-database arrangement 
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of data at th e w e bsite and th e e xtraction of to extract at least the portion of the data is from the 
retrieved non-database arrangement of dat a; and 

(<X) providing extracted data directly to the user. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27, wherein determining the website to 
search further comprises parsing the database -structured query to determine at least one link to search 
at the website. 

29. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 27, fixrther comprising: 

(a) determining at least one other website to search based in part on the database- 
structured query and the a provided web domain address; and 

(b) extracting at least another portion of the data at the at least one other website based 
on the database-structured query and the provided web domain address, wherein the at least one 
other website includes a non-database structured arrangement of data that is processed as a 
searchable database. 

30. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 27, wherein determining the website to 
search further comprises determining what data to extract based in part on the database -structured 
query and tihe a provided web domain address. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 27, wherein extracting at least a portion 
of the data further comprises extracting data based in part on at least one of an Hypertext Markup 
Language (T ITML^ table, a binary file, and a matching pattern. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 27, further comprising, reshaping the 
extracted data for at least one of a database, a spreadsheet, e?^ Ext ensible Markup Language (XML) 
display, and a statistical tool. 



{S:\08214\1200332-US2\80068420.DOC lllllllllllillSDISlllOIIISIIIUIIieilinUIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIlim } 



Application No. 09/833,846 8 Docket No.: 08214/1200332-US2 

Amendment dated June 26, 2006 

After Final Office Action of January 24, 2006 

33. (Previously presented) The method of claim 27, wherein the website is a starting 
website based in part on the database-structured query. 

34. (Currently Amended) A method of extracting data within at least one webpage, 
comprising: 

(a) generating a database-structured query based, in part, on a user's input; 

(b) determining at least one webpage with the data, wherein the determination of the 
webpage is provided by the database-structured query; 

(c) parsing the data at the at least one webpage in search of data that satisfies a query 
condition, wherein the data at the at least one webpage is directly processed as though it is a 
searchable database, whereby a non-database structured arrangement of data is retrieved at the least 
one webpage and the database-structured query is performed upon the retrieved non-database 
structured arrangement of the data at th e at least one w e bpag e; 

(d) extracting at least a portion of the data from the retrieved non-database structured 
arrangement of data pars e d data of the at least one wobpago that satisfies the query condition , wher e in 
th e e xtraction of at least th e portion of the data is from th e non database structur e d arrang e m e nt of th e 

(e) reshaping the extracted data to a predetermined format ; and 

(f) providing extracted data directly to the user. 

35. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 34, wherein the search of data is 
performed on at least a second webpage. 

36. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 34, wherein parsing the data of the at 
least one webpage further comprises following links included on the webpage and further parsing 
the data of webpages determined by the links included on the webpage. 

37. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 34, wherein the structured query is 
generated to parse a limited portion of the data of the at least one webpage with the limits 
predetermined by the user. 
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38. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 34, wherein the structiared query is 
generated to search for at least one of a text string, a table, and a predefined list of words. 

39. (Canceled) 

40. (Canceled) 
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